Mortality and reoperation following prostatectomy: outcomes in a Medicare population.
Data from a series of pilot projects undertaken by the Health Care Financing Administration and seven peer review organizations were used to evaluate the outcomes of prostatectomy. Outcomes in both the original random sample of 3,641 patients and subsample of 2,617 patients that had a diagnosis of benign prostatic hyperplasia and did not have a diagnosis of prostatic carcinoma were examined. Patients undergoing a transurethral resection had increased probabilities of reoperation and mortality. However, the increased risk associated with having a transurethral resection was not statistically significant after controlling for other variables associated with mortality.